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The Natural History Museum and The Lord Leonard and 
Lady Estelle Wolfson Foundation

We are delighted to present this report to the Trustees of The Lord Leonard and 
Lady Estelle Wolfson Foundation on Dawnosaurs, our free programme for 
neurodivergent children and their families, which celebrates its 10th anniversary this 
year.

In the past year, the Natural History Museum opened a brand-new gallery, Fixing 
Our Broken Planet, and have welcomed over five million visitors to our gardens. We 
are determined to provide the best possible experience for our whole audience, 
including those who live with conditions like autism, ADHD, Tourette’s, OCD and 
other sensory processing challenges that make it difficult to access the Museum in 
regular opening hours. Through Dawnosaurs, we open the Museum early for a small 
audience of neurodivergent children and their families to explore, visit our 
temporary exhibitions, and engage in fun activities tailored to their access needs.

The support of The Lord Leonard and Lady Estelle Wolfson Foundation has allowed 
us to do this for ten amazing years, and we would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your dedicated support of the programme.

We hope you enjoy reading about the success of Dawnosaurs over the past year, 
including feedback we have received from grateful parents and carers.

Dawnosaurs 2024/25
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Team Update
In March 2025, we said goodbye to Johnathan Leighton, Learning Producer for 
Dawnosaurs. Johnathan transformed the programme during his tenure at the 
Museum and built a thriving community of participants, and we wish him the best of 
luck in his new role at Historic Royal Palaces.

Senior Learning Manager, Zoe Howles, took over the management of Dawnosaurs 
during a period of recruitment for Johnathan’s replacement and delivered slightly 
smaller events whilst maintaining an excellent standard of visitor experience. Emily 
Thomas joined the team as Creative Producer: Access and Inclusion in September 
2025 with a wealth of experience in similar roles, and we are excited to see where she 
will take the programme. We are pleased to have delivered our usual annual 
programme of five events despite these changes.

Date Attendees

October 2024 898

December 2024 1051

February 2025 442

May 2025 692

July 2025 307

Total 3,390

Activity Highlights
LEGO®: Build the Change and Nature Makes 
continue to be incredibly popular with 
Dawnosaurs participants, allowing them to 
engage in hands-on learning in a safe and calm 
environment. Alongside these recurring 
favourites, we delivered a Wildlife Photographer 
of the Year themed session in December 2024 
where children were encouraged to use their 
creativity and learn new photography skills. 

Another highlight included a geology themed 
Dawnosaurs event in May 2025 where children 
had the opportunity to handle geological 
specimens and took part in a special Earthquakes 
and Volcanoes show which went down very well 
with participants. This was followed by our July 
event entitled ‘The Great Outdoors’ hosted in our 
gardens and themed around urban nature. This 
was a huge success despite some rainy weather.  

This year, Dawnosaurs participants were able to 
access our temporary exhibition, Space: Could 
Life Exist Beyond Earth?, which has been very 
popular with our youngest visitors. 

Table below: audience attendance figures 2024-25
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2024-2025 was the third and final year of a £100,000 grant generously pledged by 
The Lord Leonard and Lady Estelle Wolfson Foundation in 2022. The final instalment 
of £30,000, paid 02/10/2024, has been fully spent out.  

The table below outlines the overall expenditure for Dawnosaurs in this period. 

Financial Summary
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Item Salary National 
Insurance

Pension Agency/
staff 
overtime

Event 
security

Supplies

Cost (£) 1600 136 114 1200 750 200

No. 
months

12 12 12 5 5 5

TOTAL (£) 19200 1632 1368 6000 3750 1000 32950
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Highlights from Audience Feedback

The Dawnosaurs programme is constantly evolving and improving based on the 
experience and suggestions of parents and carers who participate. For many 
families, these events are their only opportunity to visit the Museum as their children 
cannot cope with the noise and crowds during regular opening hours. We are always 
looking for ways to make their experience even more special and collect as much 
feedback as possible to assist us. 

It is our pleasure to share some highlights from this feedback with the Foundation to 
demonstrate the positive impact Dawnosaurs has had on neurodivergent children 
and their families this year. 

‘I just wanted to say a very big thank you. Firstly, for having us to your 
Dawnosaurs session; it was the first time we have been and it was amazing, 
especially the volcano show, and all the staff we encountered were very kind. 
Secondly, thank you very much to the kind staff who looked after my partner 
when he was unwell, we all appreciated your help and thoughtfulness very, 
very much.’

‘It was such an overwhelmingly positive experience and I wanted to express 
my gratitude for you putting on this event. My son is easily overwhelmed in 
busy environments and is very easy to lose. Today’s session was perfect and 
allowed us to explore the museum in a calm environment where he was able 
to actually take in the exhibits and engage with the activities. On top of this, 
all of the staff were friendly, helpful and so amazing at engaging 
children.  The activities, talks and workshops were so much fun for the 
children and such a lovely bonus on top of the quieter museum opening. My 
son had an absolutely amazing morning today and we really appreciate the 
museum for putting this event on. Once again, thank you to you all and all 
staff for making it an amazing morning.’

‘I thought Dawnosaurs was a great initiative delivered brilliantly. The staff 
were really friendly and helpful. You could feel a lot of thought and gone into 
preparing for the event. In general it’s tempting to lament the poor standards 
in British institutions. However, Sundays visit showed what can be done and 
at no cost! My daughter thoroughly enjoyed the event and for that I can’t 
praise it enough. So, thank you! I look forward to hearing about future events 
thank you and your teams for setting such a high standard.’
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‘I just wanted to say a huge heartfelt thank you for yesterday’s Dawnosaurs 
and all you do behind the scenes to make it so accessible.  It was our first visit; 
my autistic daughter is 9 and we haven’t felt able to visit the museum since 
she was a babe in arms. Her little (neurotypical) sister has never been, and my 
husband and I haven’t managed to visit Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
since we had children. We had a very successful visit and felt greatly 
supported by the wonderful staff on duty. My daughter was able to engage 
and interact positively with exhibits and the exhibition in a way usually 
impossible for her at museums as they are too overwhelming.
The importance of creating a calm space with fewer visitors was reinforced 
when we thought we were having such a nice time we would try to stay a little 
past opening time, but this quickly resulted in a meltdown and my daughter 
bolting down the bird gallery! Had we tried to visit during normal opening 
hours this would have happened within the first half an hour of our visit, so 
we felt so lucky and fortunate to have had a calm few hours prior to this to 
enjoy the museum. A huge thank you from us all, not only do these events 
help neurodivergent children access your wonderful museum but also their 
siblings and families, too often restricted by the caring responsibilities and 
limitations of the neurodivergent children/sibling.’
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On Behalf of the Natural History Museum, Thank You 

The Natural History Museum welcomes millions of people through its doors each 
year, and our South Kensington site is livelier than ever. However, the bustling 
crowds and high noise levels from visitors can make the Museum an unwelcome 
place for children with conditions like autism and ADHD. It is imperative that we 
provide an opportunity for these children to visit and create an experience that is 
totally bespoke to their access needs: quieter, less crowded, fewer audio and visual 
stimulants and careful facilitation by trained volunteers. 

Demand for more and better resources tailored to the needs of neurodivergent 
children is increasing alongside public awareness and improved diagnostic methods. 
Many parents wish to replicate their own childhood experiences of the Museum but 
may not feel confident bringing their families into this environment if one or more of 
their children has diverse abilities. Dawnosaurs allows us to open the Museum to 
these families and share the wonder of our science and our collections with those 
who would otherwise be unable to experience it. 

We are proud to have delivered Dawnosaurs to tens of thousands of neurodivergent 
children over the past ten years. On behalf of everyone at the Natural History 
Museum, I would like to thank The Lord Leonard and Lady Estelle Wolfson 
Foundation for your generous support thus far and for securing the future of the 
programme up to 2028. 
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Thank you

CONTACT

Elizabeth Oates
Philanthropy Manager 

elizabeth.oates@nhm.ac.uk
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